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A Message from Mr. O’Reilly  

  

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

As the 2021/22 school year ends it is an 

opportune time to reflect on our year’s work 

here at St. Mary’s National School. It has been a 

challenging and at times a difficult year, one 

where we continued to learn about the 

importance of supporting and looking after one 

another.  

 

I wish to say a huge WELL DONE to all our 

pupils. They were superb this school year and 

were rewarded with the lifting of restrictions and 

a return to more familiar school routines in Term 

3. Their positive attitude and willingness to 

engage with learning has been fantastic.   

 

I want to thank all our school staff for their hard 

work and commitment to our pupils in such 

extraordinary times. I want to thank all of you, 

our parents/guardians, for the interest you have 

in your child’s education and finally our Board 

of Management for their support and guidance.  

 

Also, I want to thank our Parents Association for 

their cooperation when so much of what happens 

in a typical school year could not take place. I 

look forward to engaging more with our PA next 

school year and I welcome more parent 

involvement.  

 

I wish our departing 6th class pupils the absolute 

best as they move to Secondary School. They are 

a wonderfully talented and mannerly group of 

pupils who are a credit to their families.  

 

 

Finally, I wish all associated with St. Mary’s 

National School a restful and enjoyable Summer 

holiday. Here’s hoping we will all return 

refreshed on Wednesday 31st August when 

pupils return to begin the new school year!   

 

 

When on holiday please drive safely on 

the roads and please only swim in the 

sea where there is a lifeguard on duty.  
  

 

 

 

Best Wishes,  

 

Killian O’Reilly  

 

Principal Teacher   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ballygunner.ie/


 

 

 

 

What’s going on at School…  
 

Ms. O’Shea’s 2nd Class  

 

Earlier this year Tosh Widger had a letter 

published in The Farmers Journal. Tosh has a 

wealth of knowledge about animals and wrote an 

excellent letter. Well done Tosh, keep up the 

great work!  

 

 
 

Library 

 

Our School libraries- both Junior and Senior 

have returned this term. Pupils are encouraged to 

take books that spark their own interests, 

whether they choose fiction(novels/stories), 

nonfiction books or both.  

Every Wednesday, children from 4th - 6th 

classes can visit the library and take home up to 

3 books with their library card.  

On Thursdays, Junior Infants - 3rd classes visit 

their library to find some books to borrow.  

The use of our school library was sorely missed 

over the past two years, so we are truly grateful 

to the Parents' Association volunteers who assist 

us each week. Thank you so much to all the 

“lively library ladies”- Bronagh, Claire, Emiko, 

Niamh, Amanda and Rosemary – who give their 

time so generously to ensure the smooth and 

efficient running of both Junior and Senior 

libraries.  

The libraries are cleaned, books checked in and 

out, books are repaired or replaced and returned 

to their shelves.  

Pupils often make special requests and the 

volunteers go above and beyond to source the 

books.  

We are so grateful for all of the time that is 

donated to our libraries. It would not be possible 

to run them without all of this assistance. 

Remember, books are not just made of words, 

they’re also filled with places to visit and people 

to meet. 

 

ART 

 

It has been a very busy year for our young 

artists. Both 2nd class and 6th classes have been 

working with artist in residence programmes. 

Anne McDonnell worked with 2nd class on an 

art project with many components- working with 

clay, designing maps and paper constructions.  

It was a hectic few weeks but it was well worth 

it- all the children gained new skills and had 

great fun.  

Tunde Toth worked with 6th class to create 

environmental art in a project that was started in 

the last school year. Again, new skills were 

developed including using viewfinders and 

insect counting.  

Our pupils have been very busy bees, entering 

many art competitions including the Texaco 

Children's Art Competition among others. 

Huge news for our local community! 

 

As part of the Crinniú na nÓg festival, 

Waterford City & County Council worked with 

local artist, Caoilfhionn Hanton who created a 

mural for the Ball Alley in Ballygunner GAA.  

Murals for Connection is a collaborative arts 

project by the students of Gaelscoil Phortlairge , 

St Marys National School and Gaelcholáiste 

Phort Láirge to create this mural. 

The students from the 3 schools submitted 

artwork to develop a concept for the mural on 

the ball alley wall of Ballygunner Gaa Club. 

It was unveiled on 11th June and is a fantastic 

addition showcasing amazing talent.  

Well done to all involved.  

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Gaelscoil-Phortlairge-138728183369313/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVFjcQTskx7Dz3IonzVjeGK0dgGlVQig3MrQgpMjihBHXxJug0hix6TbvnG8_Z60zSFrQKBiToqKlwEIuiUp0UaoGW-Iw5lTRNwIiXJe7CDvcXEYShvMH6SY0QKSUuJeQeD4BI8h1h8gOJeR_SvYyr_OQUT4TkOXL_jBwIwvPOPdF791Jl_KT8hO9OCd2o8__5oPnoj3zqIQ6-yOe4pRcUj9ueryLfcQVCfIs9enFB0oQ&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ballygunner.gaa/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVFjcQTskx7Dz3IonzVjeGK0dgGlVQig3MrQgpMjihBHXxJug0hix6TbvnG8_Z60zSFrQKBiToqKlwEIuiUp0UaoGW-Iw5lTRNwIiXJe7CDvcXEYShvMH6SY0QKSUuJeQeD4BI8h1h8gOJeR_SvYyr_OQUT4TkOXL_jBwIwvPOPdF791Jl_KT8hO9OCd2o8__5oPnoj3zqIQ6-yOe4pRcUj9ueryLfcQVCfIs9enFB0oQ&__tn__=kK-R


 

 

 

 

*Sport 

 

Under 13 Boys Hurling 

 

The boys hurling team returned to training last 

march. It was great to get back. Since returning 

we have practiced diligently and enjoyed it 

immensely. We played four games in the 

Primary School League: against St Stephens, St 

Declans, GS na nDeise and Holycross.  

We won them all. Our game with St Declans 

was very intense and very close. We were very 

pleased to win it. We played St Declans in the 

final on Tuesday May 24 and won.  

Delighted with such a result! 

Ballygunner 3-9 St Declan's 4-2 

 

We have three children representing the school 

at the Primary School Hurling Skills 

Competition. They are Orla Donohue, Callum 

Crowley and Samuel Zarins. They will 

participate in the final on Thurs May 26 In 

Carriganore. We wish them well. 

Andrew Power will represent the school for the 

Cumann na mBunscoil team against Clare. Aoife 

Power will play in the 7 a side camogie in Croke 

park in July. Ryan McCarthy will play football 

in the Croke Park 7 a side later in the year. Well 

done to all of them. 

 

Under 13 Girls Camogie 

 

A huge congratulations to the Under 13 girls 

camogie team who have played fantastically this 

season.  

They played against Butlerstown in Walsh Park 

in Tuesday May 24th.  

It is the 6th time in a row our school have been 

Eastern Champions.  

Ballygunner 3-6 Butlerstown 2-2 

 

The girls followed this up with another County 

Final Win versus Scoil Garbháin in Gracedieu 

on Friday June 10th.  

 

Well done girls. What a great achievement!  

 

Mr. Kirwan & Mr. O’Leary’s 

3rd and 4th Class Hurling League: 

 

We have been delighted to have hurling back in 

full swing throughout the school after such a 

long absence.  

The boys in third and fourth class have been 

busy taking part in an internal league since the 

middle of March.  

With over 70 boys taking part it has turned out 

to be a highly competitive and entertaining 

league.  

The winning team will be presented with medals 

courtesy of Mr O Neill.  

Well done everyone! 

 

Third Class Boys and Girls Hurling Blitz 

 

On Tuesday 10th May the boys and girls from 

third class took part in a hurling blitz organised 

by Deise Óg. This was a highly successful event 

with St Marys, Faithlegg, Realt na Mara & The 

Gaelscoil taking part.  

The teams were mixed from across all schools so 

not only did pupils get to play hurling they also 

got to meet and make new friends! 

The Gaelic Football equivalent blitz will take 

place in June. 

 

U11 Hurling Blitz 

 

We hosted an U11 hurling blitz in June when St 

Declan's, Mt Sion & St. Stephen’s schools were 

invited to participate in a U11 blitz. This was a 

highly competitive event for the boys against our 

friends from the city schools. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Athletics   

 

We had lots of success at the Waterford City 

Primary School Sports at the RSC track on June 

1st. Many medals were brought home for the 

sprint, long race and relays. Boys and girls from 

1st class to 6th took part. There had been no 

primary schools competitions since May 2019 

due to Covid restrictions so we had some very 

excited kids ready to run. 

 

Overall, the boys drew with St Declan's in points 

but when total gold medals were counted, 

Ballygunner Boys were placed second and were 

presented with a shield. 

 

The Ballygunner Girls brought home the cup 

again for finishing in 2nd place overall closely 

behind St John of Gods.  

We would like to thank all parents who assisted 

on the day to make it such an enjoyable 

experience for our athletes. 

 

Congratulations also to our school athletics 

coordinator and teacher, Nichola Hayes, on her 

recent achievement at the European Masters 

Athletics Championship that was held in Braga, 

Portugal.  It was her first time representing 

Ireland in athletics. She finished in a respectable 

4th place in the final of her 60metre hurdles 

race.   

 

 

*School Garden Report  

 

This year we entered the Woodie’s “Budding 

Gardeners” competition, Ms. Keating’s 4th class 

signed up and received their starter pack in 

February. Their first task was to plant some 

Dahlia bulbs and monitor progress. Then in 

March they sewed lettuce and marigold seeds 

which required careful watering as they 

germinated in their classroom. The “Food Dude” 

initiative was happening in school during this 

period and they planted some seeds which were 

supplied.  

 

In April the children headed out to the school 

garden to prepare 2 raised beds for a wildflower 

collection of seeds. These are thriving and we 

hope for a burst of colour sometime in June. The 

lettuce plants were transferred to the raised beds, 

but struggled with the weather and slugs. We 

bought some stronger plants and hope to have 

lettuce for the pupils in a few weeks. The 

marigolds have fared better and will flower in 

the summer.  

 

Some visiting Parents may have noticed the 

wonderful pansies at the office area which are 

very vibrant, and thanks are due to Rylie and his 

assistants for their methodical watering and 

tending.  

 

The pupils have recorded their work in journals 

while Ms. Keating has submitted updates and 

photographs to the Budding Gardener website.  

Thanks to Mrs. Upton for all her work in setting 

up the school garden, we have inherited a well- 

established variety of herbs and plants which 

many classes can enjoy. We have Chives, 

Rosemary, Lemon balm, Thyme and some 

blackcurrant bushes.  

  

Jonathan Fletcher (caretaker)  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Parents Association 

 

We say farewell this year to some of our Parents 

Association members, and we want to say a 

massive THANK YOU for all of your hard work 

and dedication over the years. We wish your 

children all the best as they go onto the next leg 

of their school journey.  

Again, thank you for all your help and 

contribution over the years. 

   

The Parents Association would appeal for new 

members for next term. With many members 

departing this year is imperative for this 

committee to continue. It is so important to be a 

voice for the children and have that link with the 

school.  

The Parents Association is completely voluntary, 

and we are aware how precious your spare time 

is and for that reason any contribution is most 

welcome.  

 

Parking and Traffic  

 

Just a gentle reminder to be extra vigilant on 

approach and departure to the school on your 

daily commute. Safety is always paramount for 

our children.  

Johnathan does a fantastic job daily with traffic 

management and ensures the drop offs and 

pickups run smoothly and efficiently.  

We are delighted with the addition of wheel 

stops outside at our school parking adding 

another level of safety while collecting and 

dropping off our little ones.  

This year we have also seen a rise in the use of 

electric scooters and ask parents and children to 

be mindful of other pedestrians and road users 

while using these.  

 

Havenwood as always have been super 

accommodating allowing us the use of their car 

park, I would ask you to continue to be 

respectful of their space and green areas during 

collection and drop off times.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Calendar 2022/2023  

 

School will re-open following the summer break 

on Wednesday 31st August 2022.    

  

Halloween Mid Term Break  

School will be closed from Monday 31st 

October until Friday 4th November 2022  

Re-opening on Monday, 7th November 2022 

 

Christmas Holidays  

Early closing on Wednesday, 21st December 

2022 Re-opening on Thursday, 5th January 

2023   

 

St Brigid’s Day  

School will be closed on Monday 6th February 

2023 

 

Spring Mid Term Break  

School will be closed on Thursday 16th and 

Friday 17th February 2023.   

Re-opening on Monday, February 20th 2023  

 

St Patrick’s Day  

School will be closed Friday 17th March 2023  

 

Easter Holidays 

Early closing on Friday 31st March 2023 Re-

opening on Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday  

School will be closed on Monday 1st May 

2023 

 

June Bank Holiday  

School will be closed on Monday 5th June 

2023  

 

Summer Holidays  

Early closing on Friday 23rd June 2023  

 

 

 
Please keep for reference throughout the 

school year.    

A copy of this can be downloaded from the 

school website: www.ballygunner.ie         



 

 

 

 

Kids Corner – Laughs & Giggles 

 

 

Q: What do you get when you combine an 

elephant with a fish? 

A: Swimming trunks! 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Q: Why did the dolphin cross the beach? 

A: To get to the other tide! 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Q: Why do fish like to eat worms? 

A: Because they get hooked on them! 

 

 

Q: Which letter of the alphabet is the coolest? 

A: Iced “T”! 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Q: Where do sheep go on vacation? 

A: To the baa-hamas! 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Q: How can you tell that the ocean is 

friendly? 

A: It waves! 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Q: What is a shark’s favorite sandwich? 

A: Peanut butter and jellyfish! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Have a Happy and Safe Summer 2022!!  

 

   


